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SUBJ: CHARLES R. NIXON TO BE DEPUTY MINISTER OF NATIONAL 
DEFENCE 

REF: OTTAWA 1485 

1. PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE ANNOUNCED MAY 15 THAT 

NIXON WOULD REPLACE SYLVAIN CLOUTIER AS DEPUTY MINISTER 
IN DND. "BUZZ" NIXON IS 47, FROM ANITOBA, GRADUATED 
FROM ROYAL CANADIAN NAVAL COLLEGE AND AS A COMMANDER 
IN RCN. HE HAS ATTENDED UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO AND MIT, 

AND HAS BEEN WITH PRIVY COUNCIL OFFICE (CABINET SECRETARIAT) 
SINCE 1966. HE IS PRESENTLY DEPUTY SECRETARY TO CABINET 
FOR PLANS. 

2. DESPITE HIS NAVAL EXPERIENCE 1946-63, NIXON'S REPUTATION 
IS THAT OF A QUINTESSENTIAL BUREAUCRAT, AN EXPERT 

IN GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS ANALYSIS AND IN THE PROCESS 
OF GOVERNMENT DECISION-MAKING. HE IS WELL KNOWN 
WITH GOC FOR HIS ABILITY TO PUT ANYTHING IN GRAPH 
FORM, AND HIS LECTURES, REPETE WITH MULTI-COLOR 
CHARTS AND GRAPHS, ARE SOMETHING OF A JOKE IN OTTAWA. 

HE HAS RECENTLY BEEN THE PCO REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
DEFENCE FORCE STRUCTURE REVIEW, WHICH IS STUDYING 
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PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE COMPOSITION OF CANADA S 
NATO CONTRIBUTION. IN THIS LATTER CONTEXT, A COLLEAGUE 
IN THE PCO SAID NIXON "WILL BE ABLE TO REPRESENT THE 
VIEWS OF PRIMIN TRUDEAU AND THE CABINET IN DND." 

3. EMBASSY DOUBTS THIS APPOINTMENT WILL BE WELL 
RECEIVED BY CANADIAN FORCES, WHO ARE ALREADY UNHAPPY 
WITH DEFMIN RICHARDSON. THOUGH HIGHLY INTELLIGENT 
AND NOT WITHOUT HUMOR, NIXON IS A DRY, RESERVED AND 
METICULOUS INDIVIDUAL, CONCERNED MORE WITH THE PROCESS 
OF DECISION-MAKING THAN THE DECISIONS THEMSELVES, AND 
HARDLY LIKELY TO TAKE A STRONG STAND ON POLICY MATTERS. 
THERE IS NO RPT NO INDICATION HE IS ANTI-AMERICAN, BUT 

HE IS A FIRM CANADIAN NATIONALIST, A SENTIMENT WHICH 
HIS YEARS IN THE PCO HAVE STRENGTHENED. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENT WILL ALSO BE A DISAPPOINTMENT TO 
ACTING DEPUTY MINISTER DAVID KIRKWOOD, A GOOD FRIEND 
OF US WHO HAD BEEN CONSIDERED (AND CONSIDERED HIMSELF) 
LIKELY CANDIDATE FOR THIS POSITION. PORTER 
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